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FAQs
1. What is CIL and what can it be spent on?
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge on new development to help fund
strategic and neighbourhood infrastructure in Westminster. This can include new or
improved facilities for health, education, open spaces, sports and leisure, utilities and waste,
transport and the public realm, and other social & community facilities.
Under CIL legislation, the neighbourhood portion must be spent on:
• the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or
• anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on
an area. This could include things such as new open space, cycle/pedestrian routes, strategic
transport infrastructure and community facilities.

2. How much is my area entitled to?
Each designated Neighbourhood Area has a say over 15% of the CIL receipts collected in its
area (capped at £100 per council tax paying dwelling). This rises to 25% of receipts
(uncapped) where a Neighbourhood Forum has successfully adopted a neighbourhood plan
for the area.
The council will retain the neighbourhood portion of CIL but must consult with local
communities on how to spend it, in line with local priorities. This application form will help
the council decide how to spend this portion of CIL in your area.

3. What will the Council agree to fund in my area?
The council has agreed a CIL Spending Policy Statement that sets out the criteria against
which it will judge applications. To be approved for funding, projects must:
• Be in line with Westminster’s priorities and policies – they must address the principles and
policies set out in Westminster’s development plan and other relevant strategies.
• Support growth – they should support the growth of the Neighbourhood Area and
Westminster as a whole.
• Be supported by the community – they should have demonstrable support from a crosssection of the community.
• Be cost effective – they should represent value for money and be delivered in a timely
manner.
• Be supported by infrastructure providers – they should be supported by the organisation
who will be delivering the project, including the relevant council department.
When you have completed your form, please email to cils106projects@westminster.gov.uk
or post it to us at CIL application, Westminster City Council, Planning Policy, 17th floor, 64
Victoria Street, SW1E 6QP
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION BY 28 FEBRUARY 2020.
If you have any questions, email the team at cils106projects@westminster.gov.uk

1 Applicant details
Please provide details of your organisation and a named contact so we can inform you of the outcome of your
application.

Neighbourhood Forum/ Community Organisation Details

N.B. where a designated neighbourhood forum exists, applications must be made by that body.

Hyde Park Paddington Neighbourhood Forum
Named Contact
Kay Buxton

Email Address
Kay_buxton@thisispaddington.com

Telephone No.
020 3145 1201

2 Consultation
Please set out how you have consulted with other community groups in your area on your proposal.

Westminster Ward Councillors
Please give details of WCC ward councillors you have engaged on this proposal.

We met and discussed this application with Councillors Antonia Cox and Ian Adams on 14 February
and then shared project outlines with all three ward councillors on 17 February.

Businesses
Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) and/or individual businesses

Bishop’s Bridge Road lies outside the nearest BIDs, and is therefore being led by The Paddington
Partnership – the developer consortium covering the Paddington Opportunity Area. Partners in this
project include British Land, Derwent London, CC Land, Tishman Speyer and European Land.

Residents
Residents’ Associations or other residents’ groups

Residents of Dudley Tower and Sheldon Square were consulted on the proposed project.

Amenity Societies/Other Community Groups
Any amenity societies or other community groups in your area

The application is supported by both the Hyde Park Estate Association and the Paddington
Waterways and Maida Vale Society.

3. Project Details
Please give details of your proposal including proposed timescales

Project Name and Location

Bishop’s Bridge Road Public Realm Action Plan

Project Summary
(300 words max)
This project seeks to create a costed plan of public realm and highway interventions on Bishop’s
Bridge Road, between Eastbourne Terrace and Harrow Road.
The work dovetails with the emerging North Paddington Vision led by WCC’s Place-shaping team and
enables Bishop’s Bridge Road interventions to be brought forward in advance of Crossrail’s opening
in summer 2021.
The stretch of Bishop’s Bridge Road is recognised as a hostile environment for pedestrians, scoring
the lowest possible ranking in the North Paddington Vision report published in December 2019. Over
1,200 homes are within one minute’s walk of Bishop’s Bridge Road, alongside Marylebone Boys’
School where 650 children attend; just under 2.5 million sq. ft of office space hosts 35 different
companies.
Bishop’s Bridge Broad presents a barrier to pedestrian movement and hides from view the many
assets and amenities on offer. Whereas a new pedestrian crossing has now been commissioned at
the Eastbourne Terrace end, the remaining three crossing points on the bridge frustrate pedestrian
users, hamper access to bus stops and Paddington’s canalside and have been identified by people
who live and work locally as needing review. The lack of cycling facilities is out of step with current
thinking, pavements are cluttered with redundant signage and poles, the coach stop results in
blocked pavements, wayfinding is poor, surfaces tired and there is a lack of contrast in terms of
colour, character and green infrastructure.

The CIL funding would be used to create a fully costed public realm and highways plan, developed in
consultation with residents, the school and business users alongside the Place-Shaping team. The
goal is to create a healthy landscape, dynamic destination and legible route, as defined in the North
Paddington Permeability Study.
The ambition would be to see work undertaken prior to the opening of Crossrail in summer/autumn
2021.

Proposed Start Date
Following the CIL Cabinet meeting in April we would look to finalise the brief for the project with
Council officers and stakeholders in May and commence the project in June 2020. The plan would be
completed by December 2020.

Proposed Completion Date
The aim is to see a scheme complete for Bishop’s Bridge Road by summer/autumn 2021.

4. CIL funding amount
Please give the amount of CIL funding you are applying for and any other funding that has been identified.

Total Project Cost

The fully costed action plan will cost £70,000.

CIL sought for allocation
N.B. the council has set a minimum threshold of £5,000.00 for proposals.

A CIL contribution of £50,000 is sought.

Other (non-CIL) funding identified to deliver project [please state source]
The Paddington Partnership as applicant via the Hyde Park Paddington Neighbourhood Forum will
commit both staff and financial resources to this project, up to an additional £20,000.

5. Matching our criteria
Please provide details as to how your application matches the criteria we have set out in our CIL Spending
Policy Statement.

Project Compliance with WCC CIL Spending Policy Statement
a. Be in line with Westminster’s priorities and policies – how does your proposal address
the principles and policies set out in the development plan for the area (including
neighbourhood plans) and any other relevant strategy documents?
N.B. Westminster’s development plan includes: the London Plan (2016); Westminster’s City Plan (2016) and the
accompanying Strategic Infrastructure Plan; and Westminster’s Unitary Development Plan (2007).
300 words max

The City Plan states:
3. Spatial Development Priorities: Development in the Paddington Opportunity Area over the Plan
period will deliver the following priorities:




Inclusive and high-quality public realm that enhances sense of place and encourages
dwelling.
Enhanced sustainable travel modes through improvements to transport interchanges and
the pedestrian and cyclist environment, including public access to the canal waterfront.
Reduced severance from surrounding areas including Church Street, Edgware Road station,
the North West Economic Development Area (NWEDA) and Praed Street town centre.

3.10 / The Grand Union Canal and Paddington Basin are already strong assets to the area providing a
sense of place. There are opportunities to further improve these by encouraging walking and cycling
and as an alternative last-mile connection to Paddington’s public transport. An improved canalside
environment will also strengthen links with other areas to the north west of Paddington along the
canal. An improved public realm will help ease congestion linked with the volume of pedestrians
using the station and provide accessible, welcoming spaces for people to rest and enjoy the area.
3.11 / Across the Opportunity Area developments should contribute to improving permeability and
legibility to create intuitive routes, public space and townscape improvements that support
pedestrian and cycle movement throughout the area. Developments should aim to minimise
severance and strengthen links with the neighbouring areas of Church Street, Edgware Road, the
NWEDA and Praed Street. This project achieves just that.
The 2019-40 City Plan states in para 6.1: “We will continue to improve conditions for pedestrians
and cyclists through a variety of interventions including the development of our cycle network,
upgrading the public realm, managing parking demand, reducing severance, pro-actively place
shaping, junction improvements and introducing traffic calming measures.”
The project will contribute to meeting the outcomes set out in the Council’s Walking Strategy, (20172027): "To increase the number of walking trips by residents for all potentially walkable trips from
84% to 92% by creating a world-class walking environment in Westminster."

b. Supporting growth – how does the proposal support the growth of the neighbourhood
area, and Westminster as a whole?
N.B. Proposals will not be considered for funding that are seeking to remedy pre-existing deficiencies, unless
these are made more severe by new development.
300 words max

With the global and international HQs, more than 100 companies and 25,000 employees calls
Paddington home, across a broad range of sectors including financial, engineering, pharmaceutical,
retail, telecommunications, technology, health science, transport, sport, music and media.
In the Paddington Opportunity Area development pipeline a further 1.4 million sq. ft of office space
is planned, plus a further 1,200 hotel rooms and another secondary school on North Wharf Road.
When Crossrail opens in summer 2021 this brings an additional 1.5 million people to within 45
minutes of central London. Network Rail’s Paddington Station saw 38 million passengers use the
station in 2018-19, the 8th busiest in the UK and a 4% rise on the previous year. Heathrow Express
carries 17,000 passengers every day.
For the majority of passengers leaving Paddington Station (and the Elizabeth Line station in 2021)
Bishop’s Bridge Road is the connector between Paddington Station, Paddington Central, Little
Venice, Merchant Square and the canalside. Its current layout presents severance and crossing the
road is daunting for many pedestrians, even if they are not first-time users.
Tackling the public realm and highway landscape will generate additional capacity in this critical
location and make it safer for all users.

c. Supported by the community – Is the proposal supported by the community?
Please give details of how you have consulted with the groups named in section 2 and how
such groups have expressed support for the proposal.
N.B. Support of at least two relevant WCC ward councillors will be required for funding proposals to proceed to
allocation.
300 words max

Members of the HPP Neighbourhood Forum invited ideas for submission to the current round of CIL
funding at our AGM on 6 February. These were combined with other project proposals from
members, and a short-list drawn up following discussion with Hyde Park Ward Councillors on 14
February.
Projects were then published on the Forum’s website on 17 February accompanied by an email to
members encouraging them to submit feedback by 20 February. Social media was also used to call
out for ideas and invite feedback on the shortlisted projects.
The project has been resoundingly supported.
Resident responses include:
“Bishop’s Bridge Road - agreed. Any plan needs to tackle the fundamental problem, which is that the
space given to motor vehicles is vastly disproportionate to the space given to pedestrians. The photo
says it all! You could easily lose a traffic lane in each direction.”
“My vote goes to Bishops Bridge Road.”
“It's vital that they do something to improve the crossing from the bus stop on the roundabout to
the station, currently people have to go back on themselves and also deal with crossing the taxi rank.
Awful design.”
From Marylebone Boys’ School:
“As a school of 650 pupils, we are in support of this application. Due to existing infrastructure, the
crossing at Bishop’s Bridge Road is proving dangerous for our pupils who travel to and from school.
There are a vast number of pupils using the number 18 bus and the improvements to Bishop’s Bridge
Road, as stated in this application, will make our pupils’ journey to school safer. Furthermore, it will
provide them with better access to Sheldon Square and to all the resources that the occupier
companies in this location can provide.”

d. Cost effective – does the proposal represent value for money and will it be delivered in a
timely manner?
N.B. Proposals should show whether the allocation of funding could leverage additional resources to ensure it is
delivered, and that the proposal can be sustained into the future. Where appropriate, feasibility studies may be
required to demonstrate that proposals can be carried out within 12 months of the allocation of CIL funding.
300 words max

With the preparation of the City Council’s North Paddington Vision, interventions for Bishop’s Bridge
Road are perfectly timed to ensure that this section of Paddington is Crossrail-ready.
A costed highways and public realm plan, generated through extensive engagement and consensus
building, will provide the basis for a scheme to be brought forward and delivered from strategic
CIL/S106 tied to Paddington schemes and Paddington developer partners.
The study involves making use of the recently completed Paddington Area Transport Study baseline
data, undertaking primary consultation and engagement, drawing up an options appraisal, modelling
and producing highway solutions.

e. Supported by infrastructure providers – is the proposal supported by infrastructure
providers who will deliver the proposal, including the relevant council service area?
Please give details of the infrastructure providers or council officers you have engaged with on your proposal.
300 words max

An initial site visit with WCC Highways officers took place on 16 January 2020 when cleaning,
surfaces and decluttering proposals were considered. This then led to a wider discussion about
creating a more extensive action plan for Bishop’s Bridge Road.
Support from WCC’s Place-shaping team is central to this project and both place-shaping officers and
traffic consultants NRP have been briefed on this application prior to submission. From the outset
Bishop’s Bridge Road was flagged as a hostile route for pedestrians and of poor quality as a gateway
to the Paddington Opportunity Area.
A meeting with Network Rail’s Chief Engineer has also taken place as they are responsible for the
parapet sections of the bridge over the railway lines. They will support our efforts to improve the
appearance of the bridge.

6 Decision Making
For completion by WCC staff.

Date application received
Name
Ward Members

CIL / Infrastructure Officer Group Project Sponsor

Cabinet Member

WCC Project Manager:

Email:

Telephone:

Project director / Project manager’s line manager

Date Approved

